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INITIAL QUESTIONS 

• How do you define a “problem 
property?”  

• What types of issues does your 
community face as a result of 
“problem properties”? 

• Are you ready to TAKE ACTION 
and do something about it? 
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STEP 1. DO YOUR 

HOMEWORK! 

•The Housing Code , which enforces the quality of the many thousands of 
dwellings, dwelling units, and rooming houses within the City of Columbus; 
•The Zoning Code , which regulates land use and licensed facilities, such as 
junk and salvage yards; 
•The Nuisance Abatement Code , which addresses the condition of vacant 
and blighted properties located within the City; 
•The Health, Sanitation, and Safety (Environmental) Codes , which regulates 
high grass, weeds, solid waste, and general sanitary maintenance of 
properties within the City, and; 
•The Graphics Code , which enforces laws having to do with signs located 
within the City 
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OWNER-OCCUPIED 

CODE ISSUES 



RENTAL PROPERTY 

CODE ISSUES 



ABANDONED WITH 

CODE ISSUES 



CRIME HOT SPOT 



PROPERTY RESEARCH 

QUESTION:  

What property information would be 

useful to collect? 

 

What are some property research 

tools that you can use here in 

Columbus?  

 



PROPERTY RESEARCH 



DOOR-TO-DOOR 

SURVEYS 

QUESTION:  

What types of information do you 

want to know from your neighbors?  

 

What questions would you ask? 



ACTIVITY 1 

Prepare a basic interview form that 

you would use to ask the right 

questions for your community. 

Present an example of the form you 

would use. 

 



STEP 2: TAKE ACTION! 

Address Inspection Findings STATUS 

3411 Ambert Roof and gutters need replaced. Porch and garage need repaired. House needs painted. Target for Code Enforcement 

3444 Belden Needs roof replacement. Tarp covering roof. Target for Code Enforcement 

3602 Irma Brush and overgrowth need addressed. Property is partially boarded. Prioritize for Demolition 

3611 Irma House needs paint, siding, and porch repairs. Roof needs replaced. Property is not secured. Siding 

has been partially stripped. 

Prioritize for Demolition 

3449 Lenox Roof, windows. Site of an arson. Safety hazard. Prioritize for Demolition 

3704 Loveland Roof and gutters need replaced. Trim needs painted. Porch needs repaired. Prioritize for Demolition 

3420 Neilson Critical need for roof replacement. Property looks bad from the street. Target for Code Enforcement 

3531 Neilson House is in very poor condition, has been vandalized, and is unsecured. Prioritize for Demolition 

3557 Neilson Property is in total disrepair and is unsecured. Prioritize for Demolition 

3144 Pine Hollow Property appears to be significantly damaged from arson. Shingles falling off roof. Majority of the 

back wall of the house covered in OSB. 

Prioritize for Demolition 

3170 Pine Hollow Roof needs replaced (there is a hole in the roof). Property is partially boarded. Weeds and tall grass 

surround the property. 

Target for Code Enforcement 

3177 Pine Hollow House needs painted; roof and gutters need repaired. Garage is collapsing. Target for Code Enforcement 

1664 Pointview House needs painted; tall weeds need trimmed. Construction debris is piled in the driveway. Target for Code Enforcement 

1734 Pointview Trim needs painted; roof needs replaced. Siding has been stripped in several areas. House is open 

and may be stripped inside. Unprofessional "for sale" sign nailed to house needs removed. 

Prioritize for Demolition 

1804 Pointview Tall weed trees and overgrowth obstructs visibility of the property. Garage needs repaired. Prioritize for Demolition 

1924 Pointview Roof needs repaired; siding is falling off the house. Property is boarded. Prioritize for Demolition 

2028 Pointview Roof needs replaced. Windows for attic have been removed, exposing it to the elements. Target for Code Enforcement 

3333 Powers Way House needs painted; windows are missing. Property is boarded. House is likely stripped inside. Prioritize for Demolition 

3435 Powers Way Areas of the house need painted. Garage needs repairs. Roof needs replaced. Target for Code Enforcement 

3519 Sheridan Siding has been stripped; windows missing. House is likely stripped inside. Prioritize for Demolition 



ACTIVITY 2 

Draft a sample letter to a problem 
property owner in your own community. 
Decide what you feel is most appropriate 
to express. Pick a real property in your 
community and list out all the violations.  

Improve upon the samples provided. 
Present your example letters. If the 
group is large, break out into teams and 
have each prepare a different type of 
letter.  

 



ACTIVITY 3 

ACTIVITY 3: Prepare a sample call script 
for calling a problem property owner in 
your neighborhood. What would you 
want to say to them? Improve upon the 
sample provided and tailor the language 
to meet your needs.  

Volunteers participate in skits where one 
plays the slum property owner and one 
plays the neighborhood leader.  
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COMMUNITY 

WORKDAYS 
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THANK YOU 

Ian Beniston 

Executive Director 

330.480.0423 

ibeniston@yndc.org 

 

Jack Daugherty 

Neighborhood Stabilization Director 

330.480.0423 

jdaugherty@yndc.org 

 

 

 

 

 


